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ment.   The reason, however, why Durnovo was forced to
leave his post has not remained unknown to me.
Durnovo had gained notoriety at that time for his amor-
ous exploits. As a matter of fact, while director of the
Department of Police he used agents of the department for
private purposes. At that time he had a love affair with a
lady of rather lax morals. In order to reveal this woman's
treachery he employed agents of the department to take
letters which this woman had written to the Spanish Am-
bassador to Russia, out of the ambassador's desk.
A stormy scene of jealousy was followed by a recon-
ciliation. As far as the lady was concerned, the matter
would have ended then and there.
The Spanish Ambassador, however, wrote to Alexander
III, stating the facts of the matter. The Emperor was in-
dignant and made several insulting remarks about Durnovo.
Durnovo was forced to resign.
Ivan Nikolaievich Durnovo, then Minister of the In-
terior (he was not a relative of Piotr Nikolaievich's) at
last succeeded in persuading the Emperor to appoint Dur-
novo member of the Senate. Durnovo served in the Senate
a considerable length of time. He was known for his sane,
liberal ideas. Durnovo always defended the cause of the
Jews, whenever new attempts were made to reduce their
legal rights.
Durnovo served as assistant to two Ministers of the In-
terior, Sipyagin and Svyatapolk-Mirski. His work in this
capacity was satisfactory and the views he expressed sane
and liberal.
It was this man, besides Prince Urusov, that I selected
as a candidate for the post of Minister of the Interior.
When I mentioned Durnovo's name at the Council of
Ministers, most'of the members opposed this appointment
They could not offer, however, a more satisfactory candi-
date. When I told the Emperor my plans, he seemed very